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presses. Vast indeed was the amount of education and enlighten-
ment that had swept over Slovakia in the years of the Czecho-Slovak
Republic.

Nor would this have been possible without the highly energetic
and competent if often tactless Czechs. " Why, when I first opened
up a school in a Slovak community/' said a Czech educator, " the
people were so suspicious they wouldn't send their children to
classes. They wouldn't even sell me and my teachers food. They
couldn't believe that it was possible for them to have schools in
their own language. They thought it was all a bluff* They knew
the Hungarians had throttled all efforts to start their own schools
and they were afraid they would be punished for the violation of
the law. They couldn't imagine they were actually liberated from
Hungarian rule/' It was no easy task to launch a widespread
school system in Slovakia. With their own powers the Slovaks
with the best of wishes could establish only few schools. There
were no more than 700 persons with enough education to qualify
for teaching or for other governmental posts. But then Masaryk
was a Slovak, and SteflEanik was a Slovak and a number of other
men in exalted government positions were Slovaks, and by a con-
certed effort they poured into Slovakia thousands and later tens
of thousands of Czechs equipped with learning and with adminis-
trative capacity. There was no other way of lifting the backward,
suppressed and untrained Slovaks to the position of nationhood
and to the competence and dignity that it required, and above all
to school them in the tenets and the practices of modern
democracy.

But education was not the only reward which the Republic with
the supreme aid of the Czechs had bestowed upon Slovakia.
Hygiene, roads, industrial development, co-operatives, theatres, all
followed. Between 1920 and 1930, 400 km of fresh railroad tracks
were laid out in Slovakia at a cost of nearly a billion crowns,
Highways for a distance of 698 km were built and 1216 km of
other roads had been reconstructed. Savings mounted rapidly. In
1919 in all the banks of Slovakia deposits mounted to 1,539,000,000
crowns, and in 1936 the sum rose to nearly 5 billion crowns, thus in
17 years Slovakia had deposited in banks over 3 billion crowns.
Credit cooperatives leaped up everywhere. In 1919 there were 233